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Hastings, James (editor). The Christian Doctrine of Faith. (The Great 
Christian Doctrines.) New York: Scribner, ioio. ix+419 pages. 

Those who have used or seen the first volume of Dr. Hastings' series on the Great 
Christian Doctrines will not need to be told of its plan and place in the literature of 
the Christian religion. The second shows, like the first, that the editor has fixed 
upon the great facts of religious experience as the centers around which he aims to 
arrange the brightest and deepest of the reflections and the most glowing expressions 
of the inner life. Faith and prayer are subjects of discussion in Christian theology 
because they are first facts of experience apart from the Christian religion. Faith 
plays a part even in the pre-religious life. Accordingly, in his collection of the best 
thought on faith Dr. Hastings goes back to the elemental topics of the necessity, the 
importance, and the heroism of faith. With this as a starting-point he presents suc- 
cessively ideas on faith in one's self, faith in men, faith in God, faith in Jesus, faith in 
Christ as Savior; the venture of faith, the fight of faith, the full assurance of faith; 
the foundation of faith, the confirmation of faith, and sanctification by faith. These 
are all vital aspects of a great factor in the spiritual life. The works of preachers and 
poets as well as of philosophers and scientists and men of affairs, as far as they are 
known to have given utterance to stirring or impressive sayings in them, are here 
brought together and placed at the disposal of the present-day religious teacher. Not 
the least suggestive and helpful in the volume are the words of the editor as he intro- 
duces the various subdivisions of the subject aiming to direct the reader in his own 
thinking. The volume is admirably fitted to fill the great "gulf fixed between the 
professor's lecture room and the preacher's study." Many a young minister, finding 
that the preparation for his pulpit work is halting, will hasten to the volume for needed 
assistance and material. 

A. C. Z. 

Aalders, W. J. De Kerk. (Bijbelsch-Kerkelijk Woordenboek, onder redactie 
van Prof. Dr. A. Van Veldhuizen.) Groningen, den Haag: Wolters, 1919. 
330 pages. F. 7.25. 

This third volume of the dictionary of religious information edited by Professor 
Van Veldhuizen is a highly commendable piece of work. Its scope is limited to the 
theological terms, ecclesiastical groups, and leading personages in church history. 
Dealing with conventional topics, it gives in brief but invariably lucid form the informa- 
tion which is desired. Naturally more space relatively is given to matters of Dutch 
church history than would be found in similar reference books published elsewhere. 
But we have noted no serious omissions, and have discovered no important errors. 
An admirably objective point of view is maintained, so that varying religious ideals 
all receive sympathetic treatment. It would be difficult to find more reliable informa- 
tion in so brief a compass. 

G. B. S. 



